
 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

This is in regards to the Holiday Shop that Hornung has offered in the past. This event has been 
up for discussion over the last three years, and each year it became increasingly harder to 
manage. There are many facets to the decision that came down to not have this event this year. 
As a Staff, we make many decisions, and the intent is to make the best decisions for our 
students and families as a whole School Family. 

Management of this event and many events at our school take many volunteers, and this one is 
no exception. If you have ever attended this event, you know that most students coming 
through need one-on-one shopping assistance. This takes many volunteers to assist students. 
In addition to the management piece, this event has taken place during the school day, which 
impedes instruction. While many students participate in this event, many students do not. For 
example, you might have 8-10 students participating in a class, and 12+ students not 
participating. When the students are pulled out to attend the event, instruction stops in that 
classroom. This is very disruptive to their learning. In addition, many of the students who stay in 
the classroom and don't participate, do not understand why this is happening which causes a 
lot of hurt feelings and undue stress and anxiety. Our goal for social emotional learning is to try 
to alleviate situations for our students that cause anxiety. 

There are other options for this event. This year, Hornung Hut will be expanded next week to 
include many holiday themed items for students to purchase during lunches. We are offering 
other holiday themed activities this year. An after school event may be possible in the future. 
There are many opportunities for parents to volunteer to chair committees for these events, 
and we highly encourage you to attend our PTO meetings to see how you might be able to get 
involved. If you are already an active participant in our PTO, we thank you so very much for 
your time and dedication to our School Family! 
 
Please click the link for The Stinging News https://www.smore.com/hqe2f6  
 
Sincerely, 
Jack Yates,  
Hornung Elementary Principal 
yatesj@brightonk12.com   8102994451 
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